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Searching for Thomas Willoughby ,2#43 oye Vva 2306837 


yon Gardiner Tyler’s Encyclopedia of Virginia 
Biography entry for Thomas suai the 
— 1610 child settler of Virginia, begins: 


Willoughby, Penis: was a nephew of Sir 
Percival Willoughby, of Wollaton, who was 
from Kent, married his relative, the heiress of 
the Willoughbys of Wollaton, and had several — 
brothers. At least so runs the family tradition. 
Thomas was born in 1601, came to Virginia — 
when he was nine years old, and lived first 
in Elizabeth City county, and afterwards in 
Lower Norfolk....’ 7 


My wife’s family never doubted that they were de- 


ee Secnganis of Thomas i ouenDy and that he was in 


of the Willoug ghiby d*Eresby-famity-Fkere-was much 


certainty in their belief, even some plausibility, but 
none of that substantive documented proof required 
by modern scholarship. 


David Hackett Fischer, the encyclopedic scholar | 


of colonial America’s social and cultural history, be- 
lieves the family tradition too. He lists Willoughby as 
one of the “gentry families”* that settled in Colonial 
Virginia. 

Thomas Willoughby did fit seamlessly into uy 
Colonial Virginia’s governing elite. He was a mem- 
ber of the Governor’s Council from 1642-1652 under 


1. Lyon Gardiner Tyler, ed., Encyclopedia of Virginia Bi- 
ography, (reprint: 1915, Lewis Historical Publishing Com- 
pany: N.Y., 1998), pp. 109-110. 

2. David Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed: ‘Four British 
Folkways in America (Oxford pe Press, 1989), p. 
_ 216, footnote. 
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Sir William Berkeley,’ notorious Royalist*— despite 
the Willoughby family’s decidedly Puritan leanings. 
Thomas Willoughby made at least seven trips out 
of the Colony. In the eighteen years from 1637 when 
Lower Norfolk County record keeping began to May 
1655 when Thomas Willoughby left Virginia for the 
last time, he spent twelve of those years outside of 
Virginia.© Was he in England? Barbados? There are 
very few records. Since he left in his will plantations 


3. Alice Granbery Walter, Captain Thomas Willoughby, 
1601-1657, in England, Barbados and Lower Tidewa- ’ 
ter Virginia (Alice Granbery Walter: ene Beach, Va., 
1978, 1983) 

4. Fischer, Albion's Seed, pp. 208-214. 

5. Ann Hughes, Politics, Society and Civil War in War- 


2 wickshi re, 1620—1660_ (Cambridge —University-—Press,;——— — 


2002), p. 176: 


6. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, p. 46. 
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in Barbados to his heirs,’ he probably spent some time there. There is a 
record of his having been in England in 1644.8 He subsequently died and 
was buried in London in 1657. 

When in the colony, he served as Justice of the Peace and was “high 
lieutenant” of Norfolk County i in 1646.2 He was a major landowner; by. 
the time of his death he had been granted thousands of acres.!° 

He and his descendants were called gentlemen. He was armigerous. He | 
probably, and his descendants certainly, had a ring with his coat of arms." 
There were really not that many gentry Willoughby families in the world 
in the 1600s. Sir Percival Willoughby had a son Thomas Willoughby 
who was busy trying to establish a colony in Newfoundland.” He had 
a grandson Thomas who was involved in Puritan politics and who be- 
came the governor of Coventry, the town nearest his family’s home in 
Warwickshire, during the English Civil War period.! There was a gentle- 
man Thomas Willoughby who lived in Rochester whose presence there 
hopelessly confused nineteenth-century genealogists of the Willoughby 
family.'* This Thomas Willoughby died in Kent in 1636. He was the 
grandson of the Dean of Rochester Cathedral and was only distantly 
related to the other Willoughbys from Kent.’ The Harleian Society’s 
published Visitations and court records that survive from the turbulent 
Civil War period of the sixteenth century list no other Kentish gentleman 
named Thomas Willoughby."® 

Some time ago I decided to research English records of that Thomas 
Willoughby, nephew of Sir Percival Willoughby, who the family claimed _ 
as their ancestor. He was the only gentleman Thomas Willoughby who 


was not otherwise occupied during those years that Thomas ees. ml 


——was-in-Virginia, | . 


err 
Ngoc tn se 


7. Vere Langford Oliver, Caribbeana: Being Mixcellanéous Papers Relating 
to the History, Genealogy, Topography, and Antiquities of the British West In- 
dies ({Toronto, Ont.]: CanDoo Creative Pub, 2005) 5:205; quoted in Walter, 
Thomas Willoughby, p. 46. 
8. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, p. 52. 

Tyler, Virginia Biography, p. 109 
. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, p. 44. 
11. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, p. 79. 
12. “Thomas Willoughby,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online (http:// 
www .biographi.ca/en/bio/willoughby_thomas_1E.htm). 
13. House of Commons Journal (May 1645), 4:26. See also, Journal of the 
House of Commons 1644-1646  (http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report. 
aspx ?compid=23405, date accessed: 13 May 2012), 4:154-155S. 
14. James Willoughby Anderson, Esq (1872-1937), “Genealogy Notes;” man- 
-_uscript in the possession of Elizabeth Traynor, Natick, Massachusetts. See also, 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register (April 1893) (Boston: New England Historic lesGenealons: 
cal Society, 1874), 47:200. 
15. NEHGR (April 1893), 47:200. 
16. The Visitation of Kent, Taken in the Years 1574 (LZ) and 1592 (London: 
Harleian Society), p. 48. See also: Visitation of Kent 1574, p. 48; Visitation of 
Kent 1574-1619, pp. 8, 262; Visitation of Nottinghamshire, 1569 & 1614, pp. 
184-185. 
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Percival, and Thomas Willoughby of Virginia could 


be the same person if, of course, they never both ap- — 


peared at the same place at the same time. Much new 
primary source material has been turned over to ar- 


chives and libraries since the great push to research | 


and uncover American colonists’ origins in Britain 


during the 1870s and 1880s. And, of course, we now | 


have Google and the Internet to make research easi- 
er. I wanted to find every possible English record of 
that “nephew” Thomas, and there was a good chance 
I would turn up something. My researcher, Duncan 


‘Harrington of History Research,!” just happened to 


live in Kent. He was willing to do the legwork for me, 
don the white gloves, and read the hard to decipher 


secretary script on occasionally rodent-chewed parch- | 


ments at the Centre for Kentish Studies in Maidstone. 

At a conference in the summer of 2010 at the New 
England Historical and Genealogical Society, I met 
Gary Boyd Roberts. My niece Elizabeth Traynor— 
one of those Willoughby descendants with that fam- 
ily tradition—and I had shown him the quote about 
Thomas Willoughby from Tyler’s Encyclopedia of 


_ Virginia Biography. Mr. Roberts replied he “would — 
question” that family tradition and would like to_ 


see some mention among the papers of Sir Percival 
~ Willoughby of “a nephew in Virginia.”"* 


pay off the debiebi his father-in-law acca building: gan 
enormous mansion in Nottingham that no one could > 


comfortably live in.!? ?? He was also trying to estab- 
lish a colonial presence for England and his family at 


the other end of North America—in Newfoundland.”! | 


Sir Percival’s papers would be a last resort. 

I was certain there would be other ways to tie 
our Thomas Willoughby of Virginia to the Thomas 
Willoughby who was Sir Percival’s nephew. 
Henceforth, we will call him “nephew” Thomas, 


the son of Thomas Willoughby of Bore Place, Kent, — 


17. Duncan Harrington, (http://www. historyresearch. 
co.uk). 


18. Gary Boyd Roberts, interview by Raymond Gill, July : 


2010. 


19. “Sir Percival Willoughby,” Wikipedia (http:// 


en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Percival_Willoughby). 


20. Cassandra Willoughby, Duchess of Chandos, A. C._ 


Wood, ed., The Continuation of the History of the Wil- 
— loughby Family (Nottingham, 1958), pp, 20-29. 


21. “Thomas Willoughby,” Dictionary of Canadian Biog- — 
raphy Online (http://www -biographi cafen/bio/willough- 


by_thomas_1E ‘Atml). 


VGS Calendar 
2013 
Fall Conference: October 25—26 


“The Essential Desktop and More.” Joint 
conference presented by the Virginia 
Genealogical Society (VGS) and Fairfax 
Genealogical Society (FxGS). 


Friday, October 25, 2013, Fairfax. VGS 
and the staff of the Virginia Room, City 
of Fairfax Regional Library, invite you 
to spend the day touring and researching 
the Library. 

Saturday, October 26, 2013, Herndon. 
VGS and the FxGS present Pam Sayre, 
cG, cGL, and Rick Sayre, cG, CGL, who 
will share current research tools and | 
techniques that are sure to are in One 
penealouica research. | 


2014 


Richmond. 


Save the dates! Additional information when 
available will be posted on the VGS web s site 
and announced in the Newsletter. 


gentleman.”? Was he one and the same as Thomas 
Willoughby of Virginia, gentleman? And could it be 
proved? 

There are surprisingly few records for nephew 
Thomas Willoughby. SO far I have been able to find 
four references: : 


1. He was named as principal heir of his maternal 
grandfather Kenelm Willoughby in his will 


22. City of London, London Metropolitan Archives, 
Register of Apprentice Bindings and Freedom Admis- 
sions of the Skinners’ Company, 1603-1694: 73 (CLC/L/ 
SE/C/005/MS307 19/002). 
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Society Web Site 


The Society is aware that its web site links 
and pages are not all functioning correctly. 
We apologize for the inconvenience this 
causes visitors and members, and are work- 
ing with our webmaster to correct the prob- 
lems. If you cannot register for a conference 
or purchase merchandise through the web 
site, please contact the Society office directly 
at vagensoc @aol.com or 804-285-8954. 


dated October 31, 1618.” 


2. He was apprenticed in the Worshipful Company 
of Skinners to his cousin, Thomas Willoughby, 
the grandson of Sir Percival Willoughby, on 
the 29th of January 1620/21. He never became 
a Skinner. Membership did not mean pursue 

- the trade and deal in fur-coats. Doing business 
of any sort in the City of London” required 
membership in a London Company and the 
Freedom of the City” that came with it. 

3. He was admitted to Freedom of the City of 
London by redemption (paying a fee) in the 


Worshipful Company of Stationers on the 


17th day of July 1623.” He did not have to be 

present. A representative, like a solicitor, could 
have done it for him. None of these events 
really required his presence in England. 


4. He sold, or rather “alienated,” the properties 

he had inherited from his grandfather in 

~ Sevenoaks, Chiddingston, Chevening, and 

Penshurst in Kent after his step-grandmother 

Sara Willoughby’s death sometime in the late 
1630s.”° 


23. The National Archives, PROB 11/135, folio 463v- 

465; Kenelm Willoughby will. 

24. Skinners’ Company, 1603-1694: 73 

(CLC/L/SE/C/005/MS307 19/002). 

25. City of London, London Metropolitan Archives, Rep- 
ertory Book 07, Nov 1622-28 Oct 1623: folio 208 
(COL/CA/01/01/041). 

26. “Parishes: Chidingstone,’ The History and Topo- 
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I was certain he would have personally signed and 
sealed the deeds selling off his properties. People usu- 


ally kept deeds in a safe place, and kept them for- 


ever. Almost all of the properties Bore Place Thomas 
Willoughby sold came into the possession of the 
Streatfeild (sic) family of Chiddingstone, Kent, by 


the eighteenth century. They gave their family papers 


to the county in 1962.2” The Streatfeild Manuscript 
Collection in the Centre for Kentish Studies boasts, 
enticingly for the researcher: 


For some of the properties purchased there 
are deeds going back to medieval times. An 
interesting feature of the collection is that for 
some farms there are good series of deeds 
running with few gaps from the fourteenth 
to eighteenth century showing the particular 
property concerned changing hands and 
increasing in size.”® 


Thomas Willoughby of Virginia left a nice speci- 
men signature on an Admiralty deposition when he 


returned to Virginia from Rochester, Kent, in July 
1626.” There are probably afew more of his signa- — 
tures among Lower Norfolk County court documents. 


If the signature of Thomas Willoughby of Bore 
Place on one of the deeds of the properties he sold 
could be verified by ahandwriting expert as a match 
to the signature of Thomas Willoughby of Virginia on 
the Admiralty deposition, it would prove that the two 
Thomases were one and the same. 

A deed, or a signed document quite like a deed, 


might just turn up in some corner of some archive. 


The properties in question were medieval manors that 
could not just be sold. They were instead “alienated 
by fine and recovery,”*° paying a fee to the Royal » 
Alienation Office. But did the document have to be 


signed and sealed? I am still researching possible 


graphical Survey of the County of Kent (http://www.brit- 
ish-history.ac.uk/, date accessed: 3 May 2012),3:210-—227. 
See also, The National Archives, Centre for Kentish Stud- 
ies, Streatfeild Manuscripts [U908/M16, and U908/M52]. 

27. TNA, Centre for Kentish Studies, Streatfeild Manu- 


scripts [U908/M16, and U908/M52]. 


28. Streatfeild Manuscripts [U908/M 1-U908/M97, Con- 
tents]. 

29. The National Archives, High Court of Admiralty and 
Colonial Vice-Admiralty Courts, 13/45, folio 365v. 

30. “Common Recovery,” Wikpedia (http://en.wikipedia. 
org/wiki/Common_Recovery). 
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places where signed documents might have been de- 


posited. 

A search was conducted in the Streatfeild 
Manuscripts. No records of nephew Thomas 
Willoughby’s sale or alienation of his properties or 
any deeds signed by him could be found—a great dis- 
appointment. | ‘ 

Nevertheless, there are some interesting circum- 
stantial clues. After turning his inheritance into ready 


cash, nephew Thomas Willoughby disappeared from © 


all English records. It is certain that he lived into the 
1640s, after the death of his step-grandmother, to 
sell his inheritance and to leave an estate to his heirs. 
Otherwise, the estate, according to his grandfather’s 


will, would have reverted to Willoughby cousins who 


lived in Kent.?! 


Did he live to transmit the property in his own line? © 


Yes.** But nephew Thomas Willoughby does not seem 


to appear in the record anymore in England. With all 
that cash in his pocket, he should have left some trace. _ 


Did he reside in Virginia? Thomas Willoughby of 
Virginia is very much a part of the record in Virginia 
until his death in 1657. Family tradition affirms it as 
well. So does some rather convincing circumstan- 
tial evidence. But there is still no substantive, docu- 


mented pret that nephew Thomas Willoughby and © 


There are several records of Thomas Willoughby’s Ss 


time in Virginia as set down in admirable detail by 


Alice aa | Walker, a historian of Lower Demers | 


County.”? 

After Thomas Willoughby’ S arrival in 5 Viena in 
1610, there are definitely several prolonged absences 
from the Colony, as summarized in the followane 


31. The National Mee PROB 11/ 135, folio 463v-— 


465; Kenelm Willoughby will. 


32. Edward Elbridge Salisbury and Evelyn McCurdy | 


Salisbury, Family History and Genealogies. A Series of 
_ Genealogical and BiographicalMonographs on the Fami- 


lies of MacCurdy, Mitchell, Lord, Lynde, Digby, Newdi- — 
gate, Hoo, Willoughby, Griswold, Wolcott, Pitkin, Ogden, . 
Johnson, Diodati, Lee and Marvin and Notes on the Fami- — 


lies of Buchanan, Parmelee, Boardman, Lay, Locke, Cole, 
DeWolf, Drake, Bond and Swayne, Dunbar and Clarke 
and a Notice of Chief Justice Morrison Remick White With 
Twenty-Nine Pedigree-Charts and Two Charts of Com- 


bined Descents, 3 vols. with a 4th supplemental vol. of © 


pedigree charts (the authors: New Haven, Conn., Deeds p. 
597. 
33. Walter, Thomas: Willoughby, pp. 24-46. 
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NGS Conference Volunteers. 


i. National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States is coming once 
again to Richmond, Virginia, May 7-10, 
2014. As a local host society, VGS is looking 
for volunteers to help staff conference func- 
tions in the following areas: 


¢ Hospitality Booth 
ee) =6“Ask Me’ 
¢ Lecture room monitors 


Please send e-mail to NGS2014Volunteer@ 
gmail.com if interested. Additional informa- 
tion will be published over the coming year. 


list of his absences. He may have been away at oth- 
er times, particularly before the 1630s when record 


_ keeping was scant to nonexistent.” / 


He was out of the Colony from: 


December 1625 to July 1626 


May 1637 to March 1639/40 
March 1641/42 to April 1643 
December 1643 to August 1645 
April 1646 to September 1646 


in Maryland 
to August 1649 . 
to April 1653. 
to June 1657 when 
he died | 


December 1648 
November 1649 
March 1655 


It is known that he retuned in 1626 from Rochester, 
Kent, and signed an Admiralty deposition.” 

It is known that he enrolled his son in the Merchant 
Taylors’ School in the 1640s and called himself a 
merchant of Red Lyon Alley, St. Botolph’s, London. 
He probably accompanied the boy to England and 
back; but this is not certain* _ | 


34. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, pp. 26-46. 

35. Walter, Thomas Willoughby p. 26. See also, High 
Court of Admiralty, 13/45, folio 365v. 

36. Charles J. Rogers, A Register of the Scholars Admit- 
ted Into Merchant Taylor’s School from A.D. 1562 to 1874 
(n.p., 1882) 1:158; quoted in John Frederick Dorman, ed., 


i 
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It is known that he had ample time to prudently dis- 
pose of any English property he inherited and turn it 
into cash for investment in the infinitely more profit- 


able and burgeoning plantation economies of Virginia — 


and Barbados. | 
Thomas Willoughby of Virginia came into some 
money after 1640—so much that he was able to 


transport settlers to Virginia in exchange for several 


thousand acres of land grants.*’ Tobacco growing was 
very profitable; but it is not unreasonable to conjec- 
ture that some of that money might have come from 
the sale of lands he inherited. 

- Nephew Thomas disappears from the record after 
converting into cash his English inherited proper- 
ties in Kent. Concurrently, Thomas Willoughby of 
Virginia—flush with cash—transported a large num- 
ber of colonists to Virginia for land grants totaling 
- thousands of acres. He had to pay for those transports. 
At that time he also invested in peneou property in 
Barbados.** 


It seems that Thomas may have taken his money | 


and gone to Virginia. Thus, it seems that nephew 
Thomas Willoughby and ‘Thomas EY of 
there is no documented, substantive areee Must we 
live with inconclusiveness? 

There is the matter of the Y-chromosome and mod- 
ern DNA testing. True, there are no male Thomas 
- Willoughby of Virginia descendants in the direct line; 
but there are many male descendants who should car- 
ty the appropriate DNA in collateral lines. 

_ The records of the Lower Norfolk County court for 
December 15, 1654, recorded the following: 


We doe presen THOMAS WILLOUGHBY 
JUNR: for comitting of fornication with 
‘MARY BENNETT SINGLEWOMAN, his 
fathers servant.* 


And young Thomas’s father, Captain Thomas 


Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia, 1607-1624/5 
4th ed: (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 
2006), 3:689, footnote. 

37. Walter, Thomas Willoughby, p. 44. 

38. Walter, p. 46; quoted in Caribbeana, 5:205. 

39. Lower Norfolk County, Virginia, Wills and Deeds C, 
1651-1656: folio 113a; quoted in Walter, Thomas Wil- 
loughby, pp. 88-89. 
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Willoughby: 
In open Court eapavel himselfe to Deliver 
_ unto MARY BENNETT to and for ye use of 
_ the Child which shee now hath, one heiffer of | 


two yeares ould uppon Demand.” 


The child named Thomas Willoughby —besides 


- causing confusion for genealogists and family histo- 
-rians because he, like everyone else in the family, was 


a Thomas — went on the have several sons who in turn 


had several sons, etc. 


There are 109 public family trees on Ancestry. com 
that include Benjamin Franklin Willoughby, great- 
great-grandson of Thomas Willoughby Junior and 
Mart Bennett. There are also quite a few private 
family trees. The Virginia Willoughbys have many 


living male descendants—mostly in Kentucky and — 
Tennessee where people from Virginia tended to 


move after tobacco cultivation wore out the soil. A 
look down the list of family trees shows that sever- 
al of them have ae family tree owners with the 


Willoughby surname.’ 


~ The Willoughbys have already established their own 
DNA Project page on Worldfamiles net.” And some 
Kentucky Willoughbys have already joined and sent 
in DNA samples. Now all that needs to happen is for 
a male-line descendant of Sir Percival Willoughby — 


like his Lordship, the 13th Baron Middleton—to rub a 


cotton swab across the interior of his cheek and have 
his DNA tested. If there is a match then we will know 
for certain the origin of the Virginia Willoughbys. 


RAYMOND GILL 


40. Lower Norfolk County, Virginia, Wills and Deeds C, 
1651-1656: folio 110; quoted in Walter, Thomas Willough- 
by, pp. 88. 

41. Ancestry.com (http://search.ancestry.com). 

42. “Willoughby DNA Project,” Worldfamilies net (http:// 


| www,worldfamilies.net/surnames/willoughby/results). 


